
I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Sub-Dean’s 

Report 

2 

Matters of 

Note 

2 

Programs  

At a Glance 

5 

Remembering 

John Weaver 

6 

Updated  

Scholarship 

Brochure 

7 

8 

Gregorian 

Workshop 

Outline 

9 

10 

Positions  

Available 

13 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Sforzando C O M P O S I N G  

Y O U R  O W N  

H Y M N   

A R R A N G E M E N T S   

Z O O M  

W O R K S H O P   
 

F E B  2 1  

4 P M   

Southwest Jersey Chapter American Guild of Organists 

© 2021 by SW Jersey AGO 

V  O  L  U  M  E    1 0 ,      I   S   S  U  E    6          F  E  B  R  U  A  R  Y     2  0  2  1 

….continued on page  15 

Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in NYC, where John Weaver 

was organist-director for many years.  The organ is a Casavant, built 

in 1961.  Photo by Joe Routon.   

Editor’s note: See Remembering John Weaver, page 6 

Staying positive!  That’s our challenge in 

these dark winter months while the loss of 

our choirs and regular church services 

drags on and on.  We need to remember 

that this too shall pass, and in the meantime 

do what we can to keep things alive and 

prepare for the eventual return to normal. 

Sub-Dean Vicki Nichols did her part in 

January by presenting a beautifully organ-

ized and well-attended workshop on Gre-

gorian Chant, including its history, how it 

fits into the liturgy, and its practical applica-

tion in today’s church.  It is uplifting both to 

delve into this ancient and profound form 

of music and to see it being sung and appre-

ciated still in our modern age. 

I’ll do my part next month with a workshop 

on Composing Your Own Hymn Arrange-

ments. We’ll discuss compositional tech-

niques you can use to make interesting 

changes to hymn accompaniments.   We 

also hope to compile a list of the hymn 

arrangement books that our members use.  

Dean’s Message 
-- by Vernon Williams 
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Sub-Dean’s Report -- by Vicki Nichols 

S F O R Z A N D O  

Hi Everyone!  On Sunday, February 21st at 

4:00 PM, our dean Vernon Williams will pre-

sent a workshop on “Hymn Arrangements.”  It 

will be presented via Zoom and a link will be 

sent out when the day gets closer.  During the 

workshop Vernon will talk about techniques for 

writing varied harmonizations for hymns, par-

ticularly for final verses.   For further details you 

can check out the ad in the Sforzando Vernon 

prepared for his workshop.  This promises to be 

an inspiring workshop that will hopefully spark 

our own creativity in terms of hymn playing.  I 

hope to “see” you all there! 

Editor’s note: watch your email for the Zoom link as 

we near 2/21/21 

“During the workshop 

Vernon will talk about 

techniques for writing  

varied harmonizations for 

hymns, particularly for 

final verses. ” 

    Matters of Note  
Cares and Concerns 

A birthday card was sent to Ruth Fink. 

I have already attended several online workshops this month. Several of them have pointed out that churches 

need to start thinking of ways to get members to put down their coffee cups and get out of their pajamas to 

come back to services when the time comes that churches can fully open up.  It may seem early to be thinking 

about that but it certainly it is a valid point.  - Cathy 

Vicki Nichols presented an informative and well-attended Zoom workshop on Gregorian Chant.  In addition 

to covering the basics of notation and offering opportunities to learn while singing along, Vicki included helpful 

resources for further study.  See her outline, with links, on page 9 and 10. 

 

 

 

Email your favorite Hymn Arrangement resources  

(include Table of Contents) to Vernon ASAP!   

See ad on page 4 and see you on February 21 at 4PM 

vwilliams@trinitymoorestown.org 



Gregorian Chant Workshop 1/24/21  
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Above, the Antiphonary of St. Benigne.  Below, Vicki Nichols leads the workshop, attended by 20 members.  Photo by Joe Routon. 



P A G E  4  



Programs at a Glance 
(See Sub-Dean’s Report on page 2 for details )  

 

 

February 21, 2021 at 4PM:   

Zoom Workshop with Vernon Williams:  

Composing Your Own Hymn Arrangements  
 

Watch your email for meeting link….  

 

March 2021:   

Masterclass 

Guest artist and date TBA 

 

April 9, 2021:   

Retreat at the Jesuit Center for Spiritual 

Growth  

Wernersville, PA 

 

May 2021:   

Girard College Organ Crawl and Tour  

date TBA 

 

July 2021:   

Annual Picnic and Meeting at the home of  

Vicki Nichols, date TBA 

 SouthWest Jersey Chapter 

Scholarship Program   

-- by Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO 
 

Our chapter’s scholarship program has been unintentionally in 

“intermission” and needs to continue.  This program exists to serve 

area congregations by increasing the number of capable organists and to 

insure the continuation of the classical church music profession. 
 

As a reminder, the program is structured as 14 one-hour lessons sched-

uled at the mutual convenience of the instructor and student, ideally on 

the organ where the student practices, or at least one a month where 

the student practices.  The lessons and public jury must take place within 

4 months.  The practice instrument must have a minimum of two 61-

note keyboards and a concave, radiating 32-note pedalboard, with all 

keys functioning.  The student must have legs long enough to reach the 

pedalboard and have intermediate piano skills (meaning and understand-

ing of meter signatures, chords, key signatures, and the ability to read G 

and F clefs).  
 

The audition for this program is on piano.  Applicants will be asked to 

prepare and perform a simple Bach keyboard work, also one movement 

of a sonata by Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Clementi, or Kuhnau, and 

also one hymn written in traditional four-part harmony.  The applicant 

will be asked to sight-read two short pieces; one will be in common 

meter.  
 

At the conclusion of the 14 one hour lessons, a jury is required with 

the teacher and at least two additional chapter members present. The 

jury will consist of the following: 

Two of these three chorales: Ein feste Burg, Lobe den Herren, Herzlich tut 

mir verlangen 

A hymn will be sight-read, pedaling not required 

The tune Old Hundredth  in any of its traditional forms, copy provided to 

the committee 

One pedal alone passage of a chorale, minimum 15 measures 

A trio chorale 

A prelude or fugue from the collection Eight Little Preludes and Fugues 
 

The instructor is appointed by the local chapter.  Accepted applicants 

are responsible for securing a pair of Organmaster shoes and required 

music.  Instruction may happen any time provided all activities are com-

pleted within four months.  Candidates of all ages who meet the above 

criteria are welcome. Please contact Lawrence De Pasquale at 

ldorg59@yahoo.com with questions and to express interest.  

 

Editor’s note:  We have a couple of inquiries in progress and, thanks to 

Vernon Williams, an updated brochure.  (see page 7 & 8)  Please feel free to 

print out and encourage qualified applicants to submit this form. 
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Remembering John Weaver -- by Joe Routon 

We were heartbroken to hear about the passing of John Weaver on January 31. 

Joyce Ann and I had been fans and admirers of him for decades, having first heard him perform and lead workshops at Montreat Music and 

Worship Week in NC almost 45 years ago. 

After we moved to New Jersey, without Joyce Ann's knowing it, I sent a letter to John asking if he would consider giving her organ lessons.  

He wrote back asking her to come to NYC so he could hear her play.  His accepting her as an organ student was probably the greatest thrill 

of her life. 

We drove from Haddonfield to Manhattan for the lessons at Madison Avenue Presbyterian.  She would leave each lesson grinning like a 

cheshire cat—she had been on the mountaintop.  John was such a caring and encouraging teacher.  

She studied privately with him for 6 years, and we all became friends, even having dinner with his family several times in their apartment 

above Madison Avenue Church.  One of our fondest memories was before each meal, when John, Marianne, Kiri, and Jonathan would sing 

the blessing in four parts. 

One of my proudest accomplishments was arranging, with John Walker’s help, for John to receive an honorary doctorate from Westminster 

College in Pennsylvania.  He was presented with another honorary doctorate from Curtis several years later, in 2008. 

To say that John had a profound influence on our lives would be an understatement.  And I'm sure that countless others were equally 

blessed by his presence, his performing, and his teaching. 

Here is a video of Joyce Ann's playing John's Toccata, which she studied with him. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktwkpC1cFX0&t=52s 

Above right, John and wife Marianne after he had received his honorary 

doctorate from The Curtis Institute.  Marianne, a wonderful flutist, studied 

under James Galway.  

Right, my photo of part of the AGO’s gala event 

in 2012 celebrating the accomplishments and con-

tributions of John.  Held at the Kimmel Center, 

Michael Barone led an interview with John and 

several of his students. From left to right: Chelsea 

Chen, Ken Cowan, Marianne Weaver, John, Diane 

Meredith Belcher, and Alan Morrison. 

Below and right , two of several promotional photos 

that I made of John at the Curtis Institute organ. 
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Steve Jones 

President 

788 Piney Hollow Road 

Hammonton, NJ  08037 

joness@comcast.net                                   (609) 970-9131 
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Positions Available/Substitute List -- by Peter Homon 

Editor’s Note:  We are updating and hoping to expand our Substitute List.  If you are available to substitute, please contact Peter 

Homon, our Referral/Position Coordinator.  Please forward or refer any items concerning positions available or substitute needs to Peter at 

lapajar@yahoo.com or call 856-665-0149.   

Positions Available:   

Beverly Presbyterian, Edgewater Park - Organist only, 2 manual Allen, one Wednesday evening adult choir rehearsal, 10:00 svc. Contact Gwen Reed 

at 609-280-8329 or gwen88keys@aol.com    (3/20)  

St. Peter's Episcopal Church, Clarksboro - O/D, 10:00 service, adult choir with evening rehearsal.  2 manual Allen, additional services for Holy 

days.  Services are temporarily being  held using piano in Parish Hall to allow for social distancing.  Contact Rev. Mantelle Brad-

ley   revmmb@comcast.net.  (11/20) 

Saints Peter and Paul Traditional Catholic Society of Saint Alphonsus, Hammonton - Organist for one or two 10:00  masses a month, services run 2 - 3 

hrs., Allen organ, appropriate compensation.  Contact Fred Astmann  856-424-3820. (1/21) 
 

 

These musicians are available on Sundays and also for weddings and funerals other days:  

Charlene Cranmer  609-458-2993 (Southampton, NJ - July and August only) ctcranmer@comcast.net  

Peter Homon, Jr.  c-856-952-5132  (Merchantville) lapajar@yahoo.com 

Mary Johnson 856-332-8869 (Pine Hill) mebayj47@yahoo.com 

Elizabeth Lawrence  646-765-2387  (Hamilton)  lizz5law@yahoo.com 

George Mitchell 856-795-0970 (Cherry Hill) babayaga430@verizon.com 

Irina Nenartovich, CAGO, SPC 856-321-3465 (Cherry Hill) knenartovich@hotmail.com 

 

These substitutes are available for weddings and funerals or Saturday work only:  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO 856-358-1112 (Elmer) ERLarter@juno.com 

Lee F. Milhous, 215-348-8872 (Doylestown PA) leefmilhous@verizon.net  

Cathy O’Neill, 856-0192 (Sewell, NJ) cmo125@aol.com 

Joanne Owen 856-769-3212 (Woodstown) lbjkowen1982@comcast.net 

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO  856-589-3901 (Pitman) mwrabbai@verizon.net 
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CHAPTER EMERGENCY FUND  

Our Chapter has begun the sponsorship of a fund to provide short-term emergency aid to Chapter mem-

bers who find themselves temporarily in need of assistance.  No dues money will be used for this aid, but 

tax-deductible contributions will be welcome at any time.  A committee of three, consisting of the Dean, 

the Chair of Professional Concerns, and another member of that committee, will award aid as the need 

arises.  Any Chapter member may recommend a member in good standing who, for reasons such as illness 

or unemployment, deserves our help, by contacting the Dean or the Chair of Professional Concerns. All 

cases of course will be confidential.  If you would like to contribute to this cause, please send your tax-

deductible donation (made out to SWJersey Chapter AGO) to our Treasurer Chuck Gibson, marked for 

“Musicians’ Emergency Fund.”  Mail to:  691 Willow Grove Road, Monroeville, NJ  08343-4529. 

S F O R Z A N D O  
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Rae Ann Anderson, CAGO  

Miriam Bisbing, SPC 

Helen C. Carrell, CAGO, SPC  

Mark A. Cole, SPC  

Charlene Cranmer, CAGO, SPC 

Lawrence DePasquale, CAGO  

Ruth O. Fink, AAGO, ChM  

Ethel H. Geist, CAGO  

Evelyn Larter, CAGO, SPC  

Irina Nenartovich, CAGO, SPC  

Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO, SPC  

David L. Rhody, SPC  

Glenn L. Rodgers, AAGO  

Joyce Ann Routon, CAGO, SPC  

 

 

For more information on Professional 

Certification requirements, proce-

dures, materials and deadlines, visit the 

website of AGO National Headquar-

ters:  www.agohq.org 

 

Our next issue will be March 2021.  

Deadline for articles, announcements, pictures and reports will be 

Wednesday,  February 24. 

Patrons, Contributors  and Advertisers 

Anderson, Rae Ann 

Bisbing, Miriam 

Carrell, Helen 

Cranmer, Charlene 

Dow, John 

Fink, Ruth 

Gardener, Robert 

Gassaway, Gail 

Geist, Ethel 

Gladden, Robert 

Hatzold, Renee 

Homon, Peter 

Kirk, Guy  

Larter, Evelyn 

Obarski, Stephen 

Owen, Joanne 

Powell, Robert 

Rabbai, Marilyn 

Rhody, David 

Rodgers, Glenn 

Sakowsky, Richard 

Scara, Robert 

Stokking-Perry, Nancy 

White, Kathleen 

Williams, Vernon 

AGO CERTIFIED MEMBERS  

Thank you,  

Patrons &  

Contributors  

http://www.agohq.org
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To that end, please send me a list of the books you have:   

Email me at vwilliams@trinitymoorestown.org. Even better, 

scan the table of contents so I can create an index by hymn 

tune.  Thank you!! 

In other chapter news, the Program Committee will meet this 

month to plot a path through the next months of logistical 

uncertainty.  Also, we are very fortunate to have a volunteer 

to create and administer the new Members’ Directory.   Keith 

Johnson, Mary’s husband, has extensive experience with this 

kind of project and is eager to help us out.   For the first time 

in many months, we have a student interested in auditioning 

for the chapter’s Organ Scholarship.  And we have formed a 

committee to come up with and present to the Executive 

Committee a specification for our very own chapter website.  

Finally, a committee will begin taking a look at our chapter 

bylaws to see if they need to be updated in any way. 

There is much to be enthusiastic about as we move through 

this strange period.  No doubt we will all have a new appre-

ciation for the beauty of regular, normal life when it finally 

returns.  

Dean’s Message  

-- continued from page 1 
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