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--by Vernon Willi

2 I hope this message finds all of you
healthy and in good spirits. This is cer-

i1l ] vl 1 tainly a challenging time for all of us, as
| 1N (11 we adjust to the closure of our churches
INSIDE THIS L .‘ ks i and the isolation that comes from not
ISSUE: =58 § H i il H seeing our choirs and congregatiords
I () o S . : and each other. One of our challenges is
L. finding ways to bring worship to our
- church families, and to stay connected
HEPEanvs 2 | with them.
REETE As musicians, we suddenly find ourselves
1 hoping or trying to get at least some kind
Matters of 2 of music to our parishes, whether though
Note o . .
. il i live feeds or recordings. Some of us are
COVID19 3 = | . f experimenting with virtual choirs as a
Worship i A" , Pao § way to keep our choristers connected
Report ‘ : & S ' - and maybe even produce an anthem to
F : share. At Trinity we reserve our regular
Programs 4 , 3F choir times for Zoom gatherings, to
Ra ElEmEE check in with each other and see how
T we are all doing. Even practicing can be
Chapter S | ] ¢ 2 2 difficult for many of us. Such strange
Scholarships : . times!
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Everyone! Our Me mbsaauld take &leantage af this tine of gdcloseon dng

scheduled for Sunday, April 28vill be postponed.  use it as an opportunity to finally look at that piece

Our next event is an organ crawl at Girard Col- of musi ¢c wedve al ways want e
lege, so far scheduled for May“2 At this point the time to practice. And |
our remaining events for this season are subject to in your home, start learning it on the piano, or try
postponement or even cancellation due to the mental practicing! Find a book to read, listen to

corona virus and the measures that are being takenmusic. Call, text, or send an email to some friends

to slow the spread of this disease. We willlet f r om t he chapter, see how t|
everyone know when these events will be resched- difficult times. Maybe this is the perfect time to

uled, however it is too soon at this stage to plan deepen your prayer life. Try spending some time

on

any specific date f oreadind and iMedilating onssacre® scaptuteadr do

day when we can In the meantime, | hope you are all well and that some other spiritual reading, or try simply praying in
come together again, you are able to make the most out of our shared silence. | look forward to the day when we can
but until that time | unexpected Lenten sacrifice of being unable to come together again, but until that time | will keep

will keep you all in my

prayers and | ask that

you keep me in
your s. o
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move about in the world, of being unable to follow you all in my prayers and | ask that you keep me in
our normal routines, and even of being unable to yours. May God protect you and your families from
play at our church services and masses. Maybe wethis virus. Stay well!

Matters of Nge

A Message from Ruth Fink: | would like to thank the members of our Chapter for their gracious get well
cards, and beneficial text messages. Receiving messages at this time is amazing and veryl letpfubw
back homeand "enjoying"physical therapyRu t h 8 s e maviebmoaed@vergenset i s

From the Registrar:  Please welcome the following new and returning members to our chapter:

Elizabeth Lawrence, 2935 Quaker Bridge Road, Hamilton, NJ 08619

Emaillizz5law@yahoo.comPhone: 644652387

New address: Richard P. Carroll, 585 N. East Avenue, Vineland, NJ 08360.
EmailRemais@aol.comPhone: 85&28-2449

Mary Sampson is now Director of Music/ Organist atf
Elsewhere in the Sforzando you will find my amended financial statement for last year. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact me. Gail GassawayEdi t or 8s not e: Find Gail s re

Email address corrections: Larry DePasqual e0 s |duoghd@yahcotcome maliiln daad
correct email address imelodymkr1953@comcast.nePlease mark these changes in your directory,

Cares and Concerns: A get well card was sent to George Mitchell who recently had a stroke.

What are you doing during this time? Are you sitting at home in front of the TV and watching every news
conference and report or binge watching your favorite show? | am not watching any news other than firs
thing in the morning and the local news at 6PM like | have always done. My church is still open and | am the
several days a week practicing and learning new music. This is the time to do something constructive. It
only God, the organ, and me in church so no | am not worried. If you don't want to go out try prayifoy

your church, your Pastor, your choir members, and your church family. During this time | will also be sendin
cards and notes to folks that are by themselves and do not use social media. | will be sending Easter cards
several of our members. This forced isolation is the time to do something you have been meaning to fo
years. | include the following prayer that the NJ Lutheran bishop has asked us to stop and pray every day
noon. | know what the power of prayer can do. If you don't like this one, come up with one of your own but
be in prayer during this time. God will see us through as He alwaysdoésat hy OG&6 Nei | |

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and your strength never fz
time of fear, danger, and trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense. Guide the leaders of our r
nations around the world with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and grant us courage and hope to face
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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mailto:vzeomo2e1@verizon.net
mailto:lizz5law@yahoo.com
mailto:Remais@aol.com

VOLUME 9, | S SUE 8 PAGE 3

Istvan Ruppert Awarded Liszt |

Dr. Istvan Ruppert, who performed an outstanding recital and led a work-
shop at our 2019 AGO Regional Convention, has been awarded The Liszt
Prize, the highest, most prestigious award for a classical music performer in
Hungary. Istvan has performed several recitals for our chapter over the
years, and a few years ago our chapter awarded him the Performer of the
Year Award. Istvan described his honor by saying, "l think this is a recogni-
tion of my more than 30 years of performing arts, teaching, and directorial
work. It feels good."Our congratulations to him!

Left, Dr. Ruppert, at a master class held in Moorestown a few years ago, with Vicki
Nichols as one of the participants. Photo by Joe Routon.

Online Compingtip in the Time of Soci

--by Marilyn Rabbai, CAGO

March 8 was the last time many of our congregations worshipped together in a shared space. Since then, we have beesonralyirig
heavily on technology and ingenuity, to shelter in place while continuing the work of our faith communities and interisictadigthose who
need support. Thanks to all of you who shared ideas and techniques we are using to fulfill our spiritual calling faatitve ofuthe COVID-

19 outbreak. Here is a brief summary of your responses:

Providing the greatest accessibility across platforms and ability levels, including Facebook and Facebook Live, Youdlgb£ocinaruon-
ferencing

Live-streaming worship services
Making sermon podcasts and video available on church websites for people who are not on Facebook

Recording worship segments remotely, and also separately, throughout the week to maximize social distancing; compijjagdestitiedul-
ing online "debut" at traditional worship times

Recording video segments from a variety of places aroumndurchhe ¢
lawn, Children's Sermon from the nursery, Scripture lesson from the library, Special Music from the choir room....etc.

Using soloists, scaletbwn musical selections and shortened hymns to keep the "flow" for video worship and encourage pemticipat
Employing equipment ranging from an Iphone on a tripod to sophisticated microphones, video recorders and film editing softwar
Offering bible study, evening compline, and morning prayer services via "Zoom"

Hosting worship meetings via "Zoom" and "Google Meet"

Continuing choir rehearsals via "Zoom" to keep the connections, share time together
Capturing virtual choral and congregational singing using-tradk recording

Of fering a church oObulletiné downloadabl e

Offering technical support from volunteers in the congregation

Sharing information about online giving during the offertory time

Sharing the Peace done with video montage (compiled from congregants who texted or emailed pictures of themselves)



