
The Dean’s Corner: 
 Greetings to all! I hope that everyone had a great and relaxing summer. 

I have a lot of exciting news about the happenings with the SW Chapter of 

the AGO that I am anxious to share with you all. 

 

 The board and I met and communicated several times throughout the 

summer to plan some wonderful events for this year. Before I talk about the 

exciting activities, I need to share with you some great news: 

 

 You may recall reading an article in The American Organist last spring 

about the Kotzschmar Organ group and how they developed Orgelkids USA. 

Specifically, an “orgelkit” is a small mechanical action pipe organ designed 



to children (of all ages) to assemble and to un-assemble. When unassembled, 

the organ kit easily stores in two cases that can be transported to different 

locations. It is an educational tool that teaches how pipe organs work, and it 

encourages young aspiring musicians to study the organ. It will be made 

available to all members of the AGO. 

 Two of the board members, John Fenstermaker and Jonathan Birner 

approached me last spring about the possibilities of our chapter obtaining 

this organ as a part of our 60th anniversary celebrations. We talked about 

ways to fund this project. A week later, Jonathan called me and stated that 

one of his parishioners, a very generous benefactor, offered to pay for the 

orgelkit. The executive approved of the project, and I signed the contract for 

it a couple of weeks ago. The expected delivery date will be August 2019. 

We will talk about this in more detail at our first gathering in October. Many 

thanks go to John and Jonathan for efforts in this project, and to Jonathan’s 

generous benefactor at Grace Lutheran Church! 

 

 (As a side note, we will be the first AGO chapter on this side of the New England 

states to have this organ. As a result, there will be some publicity about our chapter 

in the TAO about this.) 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

John Renfroe 
Dean, SWFL Chapter  

of the AGO 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Listed below, is information about our chapter’s plans for this year: 

 

 On the 20th of October, 10:00 AM, the will be an organ crawl at St. 

Luke’s Episcopal Church and Epiphany Episcopal church. We will meet first 

at St Luke’s at 2635 Cleveland Ave, Fort Myers, 33901 and later travel to 

Epiphany. (The address for Epiphany Episcopal Church is 2507 Del Prado 

Blvd S, Cape Coral, FL 33904) The two organs represent two different 

approaches to organ building and design, and both locations have an 

interesting history about their pipe organs. There will be an opportunity to 

travel inside of these organs.  

 January 4, 2019 – we will have our third annual Epiphany party. More 

information coming soon. 

 

 February 15, 2019 – 7:30 PM at Trinity by the Cove, 553 Galleon Drive, 

Naples, FL 34102, all AGO members will be invited to perform on the 30 

rank Casavant-Frères organ for our member’s recital. 

 

March 30, 2019 from 1-:00 AM-12:00 noon at First Presbyterian Church 

Jeff Faux will offer a choral workshop. This will be a great opportunity for 

us to pick up some practical teaching approaches in achieving good choral 

sounds from our choirs.  

 

 End of the year banquet – more information will be available soon. 

This year, we welcome two new volunteer on the administrative side of 

our chapter. Mr. Bill Pomeroy will be serving as our new editor for The 

Coupler.  

 William Pomeroy aka: Mr. Bill 

Former Director of Music and Audio-Visual Ministries at First United 

Methodist Church of Durand, Michigan for 19 years. 



Growing up in the seventies, in the mid-west, the youngest of four, the 

smallest, and usually last in line, I wanted to command the King of 

Instruments.  The organ didn’t care that I was only 55” tall and 90 pounds.  

It would respond to my every command.   

Beginning at the age of 8, I found playing for church was a great way to 

serve my community, but was only one day a week.  At the request of a 

relative, I started playing in 

restaurants and roller rinks and 

theatres as a teenager.  Through 

college I played for the Dean’s 

Luncheon, Garden Parties, an 

occasional baseball game and 4 

seasons of hockey.  This enabled me 

the opportunity to play almost every 

day of the week and every kind of 

music.  In college I studied Sacred 

Music Performance with Ray 

Ferguson in Detroit, Theatre Organ 

with Mike Dunne in Flint, and Harold 

DeCou in Chicago  later continuing 

organ study with Roger Matthies and 

Mano Hardies in Lansing. 

I like the idea I have the best of both worlds; Classical and Theatre.  I like to 

blend the two together and have entertained audiences for over 45 years 

and show that there does not have to be a funeral every time you “start” an 

organ blower. 

 

 We also welcome, Pastor Richard Leseganich  

(pronounced “Less-a-gone-itch”) as our new Chaplain.  



Pastor Leseganich was called to Messiah in May of 2018 after serving in the 

Northeastern Ohio and Southwestern Pennsylvania Synods of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. A native of Youngstown, Ohio, 

Pastor earned his Bachelor’s degree at Thiel College in Greenville, PA. He 

completed a chaplain residency at The York Hospital in York, PA, through 

the Association of Clinical Pastoral Education. He served as pastoral 

associate at Friedens Lutheran Church in Myerstown, PA. Studying at The 

Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, Pastor earned his Master of 

Divinity degree in 1999. He was ordained into the Ministry of Word and 

Sacrament at Friedens Lutheran Church (Myerstown, PA) in December 2000 

by The Rev. Donald J. McCoid, Bishop of the Southwestern Pennsylvania 

Synod at the time.  

He also completed coursework at Walden University in the Masters of 

Science in Clinical Mental Health Counseling degree program.  He served as 

contracted on-call chaplain at Mercy Regional Medical Center in Lorain, OH 

for a number of years. Outside of church life, Pastor is certified to teach 

English to Speakers of Other Language and served English Language 

Learners as part of the tutoring staff of Lorain County Community College 

in Elyria, OH.   

In 2018, Pastor received his Certificate of Spiritual Direction from Lutheran 

Theological Southern Seminary, and is a member of Spiritual Directors 

International.  Pastor is available for individual spiritual direction sessions.  

 

-From the Chaplin- 

Greetings, friends in Southwest Florida, 

 

Through the invitation of Dean John Renfroe, I have the privilege of serving 

as chaplain for Southwest Florida Chapter of American Guild of Organists. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as the Chapter Chaplain.  I am 

honored to be among you. 

 



My move to Florida is only recent, having relocated from Northeastern Ohio 

in July.  Since then, my time has been spent getting to know the good people 

of Messiah Lutheran Church of North Fort Myers, where I serve as pastor.  I 

hope to attend one of your meetings in the future to meet you all in person.  

Your expertise in music is a much needed one, and I am grateful for your 

contribution.  Thank you for all the many ways to serve.   In the words of 

Church Reformer, Martin Luther, "Next to the Word of God, the noble art of 

music is the greatest treasure in the world." 

 

Please feel free to contact me so that I may be in prayer for you.  I can be 

reached at pastor@messiahnfm.org and I look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Respectfully, 

Pastor Rich Leseganich 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank Ben Ball for his work as editor 

to The Coupler and Father Jackson as our former chaplain. Ben volunteered 

to resurrect the newsletter starting from scratch. He put together a working 

email list, formatted the newsletter layout, and sent out all of the information 

to us for two years. He resigned last spring in order to devote more time 

with his family, and to address an increase in his workload responsibilities. 

Father Jackson served as our chaplain for two years before retiring and 

moving to California. Thank you, Ben and Father Jackson! 

 

Lastly as dean, I want to thank your executive board officers for their 

tireless work. I can’t begin to tell you how honored I am to work with such 

a wonderful group of people! Together we have accomplished some great 

things.  
 

We welcome Shane McDonald to our chapter 

We welcome Roger Matthies to our chapter  

mailto:pastor@messiahnfm.org


In an attempt to make our communications better, the board 

voted to subscribe to “DialMyCalls”. Starting in October each 

member will get a brief reminder notification of our upcoming 

activities. 

 

 

The 2018/2019 Directory will be available at the October 20th activity. 

After that, it will be available by way of email. 

 

 

-Chapter Officers- 
Dean: John Renfroe  

Secretary: Hank Glass  

Financial Secretary: Paula Lieghton 

 

-Board Members- 
Mr. John Fenstermaker   Mr John Geib 

Bob Kirchner Norman Liggy  Judy Prier 

Mr. Jonathan Birner, Member at large 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter deadline will be the 25th-28th of each month.   

Thank You for your contribution to our newsletter. 

Please make submissions to:  William Pomeroy mr_bill41@juno.com 

(mr_bill41@juno.com). 

 

 

mailto:mr_bill41@juno.com
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What to contribute: 

We would like to build this newsletter to include items of 

importance to our membership.  New sections for which we need 

information from you include: 

Noteworthy- in this section we would like to include member 

mews, appointments, achievements, etc. 

Sub-list- Please include your name, phone number, email, and 

availability (Please be as specific as possible.) 

Upcoming Events- it’s important that support each another in our 

church music endeavors.  In as effort to avoid double booking 

concerts on the same day/time whenever possible, please submit 

dates for the next six months (or more) for events taking place in 

your community/church. 

Positions Abailable- in 

addition to following the 

online job placement page 

of the TAO website, please 

include local positions that 

may not be listed.  Include 

as many details about the 

position as possible in 

addition to contact 

information. 

For Sale- information 

regarding organs, pianos, and other music instruments for sale. 

 



♪ Ben Ball—Teaches organ; available sub for Weddings, Funerals, Saturday and 

weekdays services—ben@newhopefortmyers.org—443-745-2642 (cell) 

♪ Jonathan Birner—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays—239-352-3350—

birnerj@yahoo.com 

♪ Karl Cole—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Other weekdays—239-732-5773—

concertonthekeys@aol.com 

♪ Martha Cox—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Sundays, Other weekdays—239-458-

0721 

♪ John Fenstermaker—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Other weekdays—239-262-

6581 (ext. 207)—johnfenstermaker64@gmail.com 

♪ Alden Gatt—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Sundays, Other weekdays—239-601-

6722—adlenpiano@gmail.com 

♪ John Geib—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Other weekdays—239-728-8550—

johnfgeib@yahoo.com 

♪ Connie Hartt-Hitchcock—Funerals, Saturdays—239-225-7281 

♪ Michael Helman—Weddings, Funerals—239-542-

2858 michael@faithcapecoral.org 

♪ Robert Herrema—Weekdays, weddings and funerals—570-575-5622—

bob@robertherrema.com 

♪ Richard Jaeggi—Weddings, Funerals, Teaches organ lessons—239-454-

7970 rdmej@aol.com 

♪ David Jozaities—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Other weekdays—239-841-

0263—mrorganboy@yahoo.com 

♪ Robert Kirchner—available for any and all services, weddings, funerals, etc.—727-

674-5118—floridakeymaster@yahoo.com 

♪ James Kreger—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays—jlkreger@hotmail.com 

♪ Paula Leighton—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Sundays, Other weekdays (Oct.-

May)—508-769-3713—paulaleighton@comcast.net  

♪ Ronald Lemke—Available for all types of  services (comfortable in all 

denominations)—847-265-1589—ronaldlemke2@yahoo.com  

 



♪ Deborah Louth-Martin—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Other weekdays—239-

598-2228—dlmusa@hotmail.com 

♪ Elena Melnikov—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Other weekdays—239-248-

3810—Mmelnikov3@aol.com 

♪ Joseph Nigro—Weddings, funerals, weekend services. Piano/organ teacher—914-

318-3268—Treasurehousemusic@gmail.com 

♪ Available for weddings, funerals, weekend services. Piano/organ teacher 

♪ Judith Ollikkala—Funerals, Saturdays, Sundays, Other weekdays (Nov.-Jan.)—239-

992-0318—jollikkala@netscape.com  

♪ Douglas Renfroe—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Other weekdays (choral)—941-

587-1140—srodolor@aol.com 

♪ David Speir—substitute staff  singer—203-912-8168—speirdavid@netscape.net  

♪ Judy Weaver—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Other weekdays—239-693-5436—

jedijudy@comcast.net 

♪ Becky Weese—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Other weekdays—239-594-3411—

BeckyWeese@msn.com 

♪ Priscilla Wonkka—Weddings, Funerals, Saturdays, Sundays, Other weekdays (Oct.-

Apr.)—239-432-9285—rpwonkka@aol.com  

  

NOTE: If you would like to be added to or removed from this list, or if 

your information needs to be updated, please contact the newsletter editor.  

  



American Guild of Organists  

Southwest Florida Chapter  

ATTN: Mr. John Renfroe 

Messiah Lutheran Church  

2691 NE Pine Island Road 

Cape Coral, FL 33909 

  

 


