
                FINDING MUSIC SCORES AGO/QUIMBY RCYO 
 
Begin the process of searching for the three (3) judges’ copies of your scores no less 
than eight weeks before the competition.   Do not wait until the last minute to start 
this process, or you will risk disqualification.  Keep in mind that finding the scores is 
your responsibility.  Your teacher(s), classmates, and local AGO chapter members 
may all be good resources for you, but the task of securing those judges’ copies for 
the local and regional competitions is yours.  If you advance to a regional 
competition, then it is again your responsibility to supply judges’ copies; the Regional 
Competition Coordinator will not do that for you.  Your judges will know in advance 
what you are playing, and they have the option of bringing along their own scores, 
but they are under no obligation to do so. 
 
Photocopies of scores are prohibited because of issues with copyright and publishers’ 
royalties.  However, in a few cases you may be able to download works in the public 
domain from the Web sites of various publishers and such online research collections 
as IMSLP.  Each copy of a downloaded score must be accompanied by a letter from 
you stating how and when you accessed those scores online. 
 
If one or more of your scores is out of print, then you must secure the permission of 
the publisher in writing in order to use photocopied scores.  Include a copy of your 
letter of permission with each of your judges’ copies. 
 
Make every effort to supply your judges with the same editions as those from which 
you are playing.  Variants do exist, especially for Bach works, and your judges should 
be assured that the notes you play are those on the score from which you’re 
performing.  
 

TIPS FOR LOCATING SCORES 
 
1.  As mentioned above, ask to borrow your pieces from your teacher’s personal 
collection. 
 
2. Also ask the members of your local AGO chapter or other local organists 
whether you might borrow scores from them. 
 
3. Check out scores from your college/university library.  Circulation policies 
may require that your teacher check them out for you.  You may also be limited in the 
number of times that you may renew your items. 



 
4. Take advantage of check-out privileges that you are very likely to enjoy 
through college/university library consortia.  These are groups of institutions that 
have agreed to share their materials with one another to save on collection costs.   
Most colleges and universities now participate in such groups at statewide or regional 
levels, and some larger universities have arranged for these borrowing privileges with 
comparable schools across the country.  Usually you can search for and request those 
items using your own school’s online library catalog, and then you check them out on 
your own student ID.  The item will then be delivered to your school’s library via a 
courier service, which may take from a couple of days to a couple of weeks or so.  
Circulation policies will vary from one school to another within a consortium, but 
those arrangements typically do allow for renewals.  If you feel at all uncomfortable 
with using your school’s online computer, then just ask someone working at the 
reference/information or circulation desks.  They are trained to do those kinds of 
searches in all disciplines and will be happy to help you. 
 
5.   Try using Interlibrary Loan, which will extend your check-out options to 
include libraries all over the United States and even throughout the world.  The 
Interlibrary Loan process will take appreciably longer and may involve some modest 
lending costs that are still far less than purchasing new copies for yourself.   The 
online database called WorldCat , to which thousands of libraries across the country 
subscribe, will be used by your circulation librarian to process your request.  If it’s 
available online to the students and faculty at your own college/university library, 
then you can use it yourself to request items. 
WorldCat is an international database containing cataloging information on millions 
of publications in all formats:  books, music scores, sound recordings, DVDs and 
other media, journals, microforms…you name it.  Your librarian can show you how 
to use it, but the following tips will get you started. 
The default search strategy is by keyword, but you can instead specify 
author/composer, title, and other search categories.  Here is a sample search:  
 
  Bach     AUTHOR 
  Orgelbuchlein    TITLE 

Faulkner KEYWORD (he’s the editor of a 
new edition) 

 
Click on SEARCH. 

 



When the results appear, then you can click on the title to see more 
information about the item (what librarians would call its complete bibliographic 
record).  You will also see a link that provides you with a list of “holding libraries” 
that own the item.  The libraries will be arranged by state, and you may notice that the 
libraries geographically closest to you appear at the top of the list.  This is important 
because your college/university’s circulation librarian will request the music for you 
starting with the library closest to your location.  If that library turns down the 
request, then the librarian will ask the next library on the list…and so on.  This 
process can take anywhere from two to eight weeks, and there is no way to predict 
that length of time in advance.  Plan accordingly and allow plenty of time to receive 
your items.  If you need copies from more than one library, then discuss that with 
your circulation librarian so that you don’t request multiple copies and end up with 
only one.  While using Interlibrary Loan can be a lengthy process, it is also one of the 
very best ways to ensure that you’ll have the scores you need for your judges. 
 
6. Many public libraries in large metropolitan areas have surprisingly large 
collections of music scores, including organ music.  You will need to acquire a library 
card in order to check out materials, but that is typically a very easy, quick, 
straightforward process that you can complete as you’re trying to check out the music 
while you’re standing at the circulation desk.  Have a couple of forms of 
identification with you.  If the library allows only permanent residents of the area to 
check out materials, then ask your teacher to do this for you. 
 
7. Note on your calendar the due dates of every library score that you borrow, 
and be sure to honor those due dates.  Fines can accrue quickly, especially with 
Interlibrary Loan materials.  If you really want to plan ahead, then have a fourth score 
in reserve in case you are not allowed to renew one of your borrowed items. 
 
8.  If you advance to the regional competition and have to return your borrowed 
scores in the meantime, then be sure to keep track of where and how you borrowed 
those items so that you can request them again before the regional competition.  Also 
note how long it took for your requests to be processed. 


