
 

2015-16 Letters of Recommendation 

 

The Ronald G. Pogorzelski and Lester D. Yankee Memorial Organ Scholarship is intended to support the education 
of talented student organists who will make significant contributions to the fields of organ playing and sacred 
music.  They are expected to have existing talent and achievements in the field of organ playing and an expressed 
commitment post-graduation to teaching, performing, sacred music, or other serious endeavor with respect to the 
organ. 

As part of the scholarship application process the American Guild of Organists requires two (2) letters of 
recommendation from each candidate.  A candidate’s application is only considered complete and will only be 
reviewed after the letters of recommendation are uploaded to the application.  We are providing these tips to 
assist candidates and those writing recommendations: 
 
The Process 
 

 Plan ahead and leave ample time to draft and upload the letters.  The deadline is February 15, 2015 at 
5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.  The Guild is not responsible for technical difficulties occurring with last-
minute uploads. 

 The intended recommenders will receive an email alert that a student wishes to include them in the 
scholarship application process. The recommender will upload their letter on behalf of a specific 
candidate on the AGO website. The letter may be in copied into the online form created for 
recommenders. 

 The AGO will only accept letters of recommendation through the online application process. 

 Recommenders will receive a confirmation email after their letter has been successfully uploaded. 

 The scholarship committee and staff will use the letters as part of a holistic judging process in determining 
which candidates will receive the scholarship. 

 NOTE:  Students will not see the letters of recommendation; they will only know if the letters were 
successfully uploaded or not. 
 

The Content of the Letter 
 

 Letters should not to exceed 750 words and contain sufficient detail that the scholarship committee can 
fairly assess the student’s strengths. 

 The letter should include the length of time the recommender has known the student and in what 
capacity or role. 

 The letter should underscore: 
o The applicant’s achievements in organ playing, 
o The applicant’s potential for future success and commitment to the field, and  
o The applicant’s qualities that align with the intent of the scholarship.   

 We are seeking specific examples about each candidate and the recommender should avoid generalities. 

 The letter should include the recommender’s professional title and school, institution or organization with 
which they are affiliated, if any. 


