
 2010 AGO/ECS PUBLISHING AWARD IN CHORAL COMPOSITION 
Twelfth Biennial Competition 

 
Instructions for Competitors 

 
Composers are invited to submit a work for SATB choir and organ in which the organ plays a 
significant role. It must be in the form of a through-composed hymn concertato which should 
include at least one obbligato instrument. The hymn tune used must be an original tune 
composed by the applicant to the following hymn text by Rae E. Whitney: 
 

May Your Life Be Filled with Gladness 
87 87 
 
1) May your life be filled with gladness 
which will grace you all your days, 
and transfigure hurts and troubles 
into daily psalms of praise. 
 
2) May your life be filled with passion, 
where delight and sorrow fuse, 
teaching you to find, when suffering, 
gifts of joy you cannot lose. 
 
3) May your life be filled with wonder 
at the whole world God has made; 
and, although your sight may falter, 
may your vision never fade. 
 
4) May your life be filled with beauty, 
from which angel light reflects, 
and be waiting, in excitement, 
for what God will teach you next. 
 
5) May your life be filled with Jesus, 
and his love to all proclaim, 
until every thought and action 
offer glory to God’s name! 
  
Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1998. © 1998 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 
www.selahpub.com <http://www.selahpub.com> 

 
           ·    Composers of any age are eligible. Previous winners of the AGO/ECS Publishing 
                 Award in Choral Composition may not enter.   

· Entry is limited to one unpublished composition per composer. 

· Performance time shall be no more than 6 minutes and must be printed under the title 
of the piece. 

· The submitted manuscript must be of professional quality and legibility. 

http://www.selahpub.com/


· DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME OR ANY DEDICATIONS ON THE MANUSCRIPT 
ITSELF.  The composition will be coded for identification by the staff of the AGO. 

· Four (4) copies of the work must be submitted with the completed and signed entry 
form. 

· Compositions and entry forms must be postmarked by December 31, 2008. 

· Each composition will be judged by a panel of three distinguished musicians including 
a composer and an organist.  If, in the opinion of the jury, no composition merits an 
award of this stature, no prize will be made.  Anonymity of the entrants will be 
maintained throughout the competition. 

· Any winner will be notified and the award made by March 15, 2009. 

· Arrangements for publication of the winning composition will be made between the 
composer and ECS Publishing. 

· The AGO/ECS Award in Choral Composition will be performed and recorded at the 
2010 National Convention in Washington, DC.  The recording shall subsequently be 
made available on the AGO website for publicity purposes. 

· One copy of each entry will be retained at national AGO headquarters for archival 
purposes, and others will be destroyed. 

Composers unfamiliar with the organ may wish to purchase Sandra Soderlund’s pamphlet 
A Guide to the Pipe Organ for Composers and Others available from the AGO bookstore. 

 
 



 
2010 AGO/ECS PUBLISHING AWARD IN CHORAL COMPOSITION 

Twelfth Biennial Competition 
 
 E N T R Y  F O R M 
 (attach to submitted composition) 
 
NAME__________________________________________________                                                                     
 
ADDRESS_______________________________________________                                                                   
 
CITY                                                               STATE                               ZIP_______                         
 
TELEPHONE (home)                                                        (work)_________________                                            
 
E-MAIL                                                          
 
TITLE OF COMPOSITION_____________________________________________                                             
 
APPROXIMATE DURATION (no more than 6 minutes) ____________________________  
 
I certify that the composition submitted with this form is original, that it has not been published 
in any form, and is not under contract for publication.  The information above is true and 
accurate to the best of my knowledge. The composition identified above is hereby submitted for 
consideration by the judges for the 2010 AGO/ECS Publishing Award in Choral Composition.   I 
understand that should it win, the composition will be performed at the 2010 National 
Convention of the AGO in Washington, DC and copies will be made for this purpose.  I also 
understand that the premiere performance will be recorded and that the recording shall 
subsequently be made available on the AGO website for publicity purposes. 
 
 
SIGNATURE                                                                                   DATE ___________________                         
 
ATTACH FOUR (4) PROFESSIONALLY PREPARED COPIES OF THE WORK AND MAIL 
TO: 

AGO/ECS Publishing Award in Choral Composition 
American Guild of Organists 

475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1260 
New York, NY 10115 

 
 

Please note:  DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME OR ANY DEDICATIONS ON THE 
MANUSCRIPT ITSELF.  One copy of your composition will be retained by the AGO for 
archival purposes.  The remaining copies will be destroyed.  Please retain a copy of this form 
and your original score for your records.  Submissions must be postmarked by December 31, 
2008. 


